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News 401 [History] Dinosaurs: What They Are Really Like (2024-04-08)

Dinosaurs: What They Are Really Like

Dinosaurs are huge and fascinating
creatures that have thrilled movie audiences
worldwide.

But much of what we see on the screen is
just make-believe.

To

dinosaurs never existed on our planet at the

start with, humans and real-life
same time.

Dinosaurs lived everywhere on earth for
135 million years, from the period between
230 million and 65 million years ago.

This means that the last dinosaurs went
extinct long before the first human appeared
about 300,000 years ago.

When people think of dinosaurs, often
giant predators such as the fearsome
Tyrannosaurus rex come to mind.

In reality, scientists have identified more
than 500 different species, or kinds, of
dinosaurs by studying bones and fossils.

The smallest known dinosaur, the bird-like
Microraptor, probably weighed about 1
kilogram.

Interestingly, many scientists believe that
dinosaurs were the ancestors of birds.

In fact, the modern-day turkey is thought

be a distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex.
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