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News 400 [Focus] Does the Spaghetti Tree Really Exist? (2024-04-01)

Does the Spaghetti Tree Really Exist?
On April 1st 1957, the BBC broadcast a

report showing farmers in Switzerland
collecting spaghetti noodles that grew from
their “spaghetti trees”

The narrator explained that, thanks to a
warm winter, the Swiss were enjoying a
bumper harvest of spaghetti.

Of course, spaghetti does not grow on
trees and the report was 100% fake.

It was an April Fool's Day joke.

Surprisingly, the broadcast fooled many
people, and some even asked the BBC for
advice on growing their own spaghetti trees.

Looking back, it is easy to see why the
report tricked viewers at the time.

For one thing, it was narrated by Richard
Dimbleby, a respected broadcaster with an
impressive voice.

In addition, spaghetti was not commonly
eaten in the UK in the late 1950s.

In today's world, many people are aware
of "fake news” and have a critical attitude
toward the media, so it seems unlikely

anyone would believe this hoax.
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